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Proclamation 7593—National
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities Week, 2002

September 13, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America’s Historically Black Colleges and
Universities are a vital part of our Nation’s
higher education system. During National
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Week, we renew our dedication to these in-
stitutions and strengthen our commitment to
securing educational freedom, opportunity,
and access for every American.

Emerging more than a century ago in a
segregated society, our Historically Black
Colleges and Universities have provided
quality education and promoted greater par-
ticipation by African Americans in every sec-
tor of our society. These institutions continue
to serve as centers of hope and opportunity,
reflecting the belief that every student in
America should have access to a college edu-
cation. While constituting less than 3 percent
of America’s institutions of higher education,
today they enroll 14 percent of all African
Americans enrolled in colleges or univer-
sities.

These schools represent a source of ac-
complishment and great pride for both the
African-American community and our entire
Nation. The various founders of our Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities under-
stood that high standards and quality instruc-
tion would prepare their students to follow
their dreams and succeed in life. By opening
doors to new academic pursuits, these
schools have encouraged and enabled gen-
erations of African Americans to reach their
full potential.

America must continue to support these
important institutions, because they provide
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educational opportunities that otherwise
might not be available. In 1980, Executive
Order 12232 established a Federal program
to enhance equal opportunity and strengthen
the capacity of Historically Black Colleges
and Universities to provide excellence in
education. My Administration remains com-
mitted to this important mission and to mak-
ing the goal of higher education accessible
to our citizens.

America recognizes and honors the many
achievements of Historically Black Colleges
and Universities, and their invaluable con-
tributions to our country. They help foster
a culture of achievement and create a bright-
er future for all Americans.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 15
through September 21, 2002, as National
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Week. I call upon public officials, educators,
librarians, and citizens of the United States
to observe this week with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs in order to
show our appreciation for these remarkable
educational institutions, and to commend the
achievements of their talented graduates.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand two,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 18, 2002]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 14, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 19.

The President’s Radio Address
September 14, 2002
Good morning. Today I'm meeting with

Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi
about the growing danger posed by Saddam
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Hussein’s regime in Iraq and the unique op-
portunity the U.N. Security Council has to
confront it.

I appreciate the Prime Minister’s public
support for effective international action to
deal with this danger. The Italian Prime Min-
ister joins other concerned world leaders who
have called on the world to act. Among them,
Prime Minister Blair of Great Britain, Prime
Minister ~Aznar of Spain, President
Kwasniewski of Poland. These leaders have
reached the same conclusion I have, that
Saddam Hussein has made the case against
himself.

He has broken every pledge he made to
the United Nations and the world since his
invasion of Kuwait was rolled back in 1991.
Sixteen times the United Nations Security
Council has passed resolutions designed to
ensure that Iraq does not pose a threat to
international peace and security. Saddam
Hussein has violated every one of these 16
resolutions, not once but many times.

Saddam Hussein’s regime continues to
support terrorist groups and to oppress its
civilian population. It refuses to account for
missing Gulf war personnel or to end illicit
trade outside the U.N.’s oil-for-food pro-
gram. And although the regime agreed in
1991 to destroy and stop developing all weap-
ons of mass destruction and long-range mis-
siles, it has broken every aspect of this funda-
mental pledge.

Today, this regime likely maintains stock-
piles of chemical and biological agents and
is improving and expanding facilities capable
of producing chemical and biological weap-
ons. Today, Saddam Hussein has the sci-
entists and infrastructure for a nuclear weap-
ons program and has illicitly sought to pur-
chase the equipment needed to enrich ura-
nium for a nuclear weapon. Should his re-
gime acquire fissile material, it would be able
to build a nuclear weapon within a year.

The former head of the U.N. team inves-
tigating Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction
program, Richard Butler, reached this con-
clusion after years of experience: “The funda-
mental problem with Iraq remains the nature
of the regime itself. Saddam Hussein is a
homicidal dictator who is addicted to weap-
ons of mass destruction.”
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By supporting terrorist groups, repressing
its own people, and pursuing weapons of
mass destruction in defiance of a decade of
U.N. resolutions, Saddam Hussein’s regime
has proven itself a grave and gathering dan-
ger. To suggest otherwise is to hope against
the evidence. To assume this regime’s good
faith is to bet the lives of millions and the
peace of the world in a reckless gamble. And
this is a risk we must not take.

Saddam Hussein’s defiance has confronted
the United Nations with a difficult and defin-
ing moment: Are Security Council resolu-
tions to be honored and enforced or cast
aside without consequence? Will the United
Nations serve the purposes of its founding,
or will it be irrelevant?

As the United Nations prepares an effec-
tive response to Iraq’s defense, I also wel-
come next week’s congressional hearings on
the threats Saddam Hussein’s brutal regime
poses to our country and the entire world.
Congress must make it unmistakably clear
that when it comes to confronting the grow-
ing danger posed by Iraq’s efforts to develop
or acquire weapons of mass destruction, the
status quo is totally unacceptable.

The issue is straightforward: We must
choose between a world of fear or a world
of progress. We must stand up for our secu-
rity and for the demands of human dignity.
By heritage and choice, the United States will
make that stand. The world community must
do so as well.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:05 p.m. on
September 13 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September
14. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 13 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. In
his remarks, the President referred to President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Prime Minister Tony
Blair of the United Kingdom; President Jose
Maria Aznar of Spain; and President Aleksander
Kwasniewski of Poland. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.
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Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of
Italy and an Exchange With
Reporters at Camp David, Maryland
September 14, 2002

President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome
Silvio Berlusconi, the Prime Minister of Italy,
to Camp David. I've been looking forward
to having a chance to spend some quality
time in a quality place. We're going to have
a good visit, meeting about our common in-
terests. And we’ll have a good lunch with my
wife. And T've invited my brother and my
sister; I want my family members to meet
a good friend, a strong leader.

We're making progress in the war against
terror. I tell the American people all the time
that we're doing everything we can to protect
our homeland by hunting down killers, one
person at a time. And yesterday, thanks to
the efforts of our folks and people in Paki-
stan, we captured one of the planners and
organizers of the September the 11th attack
that murdered thousands of people, includ-
ing Italians. One by one, we're hunting the
killers down. We are relentless. We are
strong, and we’re not going to stop.

Secondly, I had a chance to speak to the
United Nations to talk about another threat
that face—we face—that we face, all of us
face, in the civilized world, and that is a
threat of weapons of mass destructions in the
hands of leaders who disregard human lib-
erty, that do not believe in freedom—a lead-
er, in this case, who’s poisoned his own peo-
ple, poisoned his neighbors, attacked in his
neighborhood, and refuses—refuses—to
comply with United Nations’ regulations, as
a matter of fact, defies the United Nations.
And we’re making progress.

And so, Mr. Prime Minister, youre here
at an important time. I look forward to talk-
ing with you, and thank you for coming.

Prime Minister Berlusconi. Thank you.
Well, first of all, I'm glad to be here with
President Bush, with whom I have a very
deep friendship. I'm here as the Prime Min-
ister of a country which is a loyal and faithful
ally of the United States of America.

The United States is a country to which
my people bears a deep gratitude because
it owes to the generosity of this great democ-

1547

racy its freedom and its prosperity. We'll
never forget the fact that about a half a cen-
tury ago, through the sacrifice of so many
young Americans, Italy and Europe were
saved from totalitarianism. I'm here as a sin-
cere ally, and I know that we, as an ally, we
respected and we heard. So T'll be able to
speak as a friend, speak truthfully, in order
to find, as usual, common solutions and com-
mon positions.

President Bush. Thank you.

Prime Minister Berlusconi. 1 would like
to add one more thing.

President Bush. Sure.

Prime Minister Berlusconi. 1 consider
the flag of the United States is not only a
flag of a country but is a universal message
of freedom and democracy.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

His English is very good. [ Laughter]

Here’s what we're going to do. I'm going
to call upon an American reporter. Silvio will
call upon an Italian reporter. I then will call
upon an American reporter. Silvio will call
upon an Italian reporter. And that’s it, be-
cause we've got to go have our talks.

Scott [Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press].
And I will this time let the interpreter—par-
don me for not allowing her to work.

Situation in Georgia/United Nations

Q. Thank you, sir. President Putin is bor-
rowing your logic to argue he has the right
to attack terrorists in Georgia. Would that
action be justified in your view? Are you con-
cerned other countries, India, Pakistan,
China, may use your arguments to justify ac-
tions they see fit?

President Bush. I made it very clear to
the Georgian Government that we expected
them to rout out the Al-Qaida-type terrorists
in the Pankisi Gorge. We are working with
the Georgian Government and training
Georgian troops. I have told Vladimir Putin
that he must give the Georgians a chance
to achieve a common objective, an objective
that’s important for Georgia, an objective
that’s important for Russia, an objective im-
portant for the United States, and that is to
get the Al Qaida killers and bring them to
justice. And so I urge him to continue to
work with us to allow the Georgians—
troops—to do their job.



